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Greetings From
 the Private Event 

Coordinator
Dear Current and Future Members,

The 2018 holidays are behind us, and I hope the season was magical and 
merry for you and your family. My staff and I would like to thank you 
for keeping us busy! During the Christmas season we hosted three or four 
parties every day. On behalf of all of us at Orangeburg Country Club 
(OCC) I’d like to thank you for choosing the Club for your holiday events. 
Many of you have already reserved your dates for December 2019, and we 
appreciate that confirmation of satisfaction with your 2018 experience.

Spring is just around the corner, and we have some exciting activities 
coming up at OCC. Check your Currents newsletter for dates and times 
for Scotch tastings, cooking classes, wine dinners, trivia contests, movie 
nights, and other special events. We look forward to seeing you for Easter 
and Mother’s Day buffets, too.

Best wishes and congratulations to the newly engaged couples. I hope 
you will stop by soon to explore OCC’s options for your ceremony and 
reception, as well as luncheons, showers, rehearsal dinner, and golf for 
the groomsmen. 

It’s hard for me to believe that I’ve been with the Club for over seven years and 
at my current post for 18 months. Becoming the Private Event Coordinator 
is quite a shift from my previous job as Bar Manager, but I love the new 
challenges it brings. I hope I can work with you for your next corporate event 
or family celebration.

Sincerely,
Brandy Torrence
Private Event Coordinator

Greetings from the Private event coordinator
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Employee Spotlight:

J.P. Waldron
Head PGA Golf Professional J. P. Waldron 
is a feature at Orangeburg Country 

Club (OCC). Members appreciate his 
consistent demeanor and adherence 

to the Golden Rule – especially 
when he is enforcing the Club’s 
pace of play expectation. J.P.’s 
OCC history spans almost a 
decade, but his interest in golf 
began long before his move 
to Orangeburg.

J.P. was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland and has three 

younger siblings – a brother 
and two sisters. He spent his 

formative years in Conway, South 
Carolina where his father took 
time from his dental practice to 
introduce J.P. to the sport that 
would become his career. 

“I started playing golf when I 
was seven,” reported J.P. “My 
first club was a hickory-shafted 
7-iron with a leather grip. It 
was the same club that my 
grandfather had given to my 
father when Dad started playing.”

J.P. got his first set of clubs when he 
was 10-years-old and joined the Myrtle 
Beach Junior Golf Program when he 
was 12. “The junior program was great. 
It started with a 6-week clinic. Based on 
ability, kids earned a 3-, 9-, or 18-hole 
card. Cardholders could play 25 local 

courses for free with an adult,” explained 
J.P. “I was in a regular group of six to eight 
boys. Our dads took turns chauffeuring us 
to the different courses. I also played a lot 
of golf on the three courses at my home 
club – Myrtle Beach National Golf Club.”

In 1992, while working at Legends Resort, 
J.P. began pursuit of his PGA card. “Legends 
had 12 assistants, so I had to get in line 
and wait my turn.” On January 1, 1996, 
J.P. was elected into PGA Membership. 
By this time, J.P. had left the resort-style 
Legends course and moved to Wachesaw, 
a private membership club. He would gain 
experience at the International World Tour 
Golf Links and The Windermere Club in 

“After experiencing
both, I knew I wanted to
be a Head Professional
at a private club.”
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Employee spotlight

Blythewood, South Carolina before joining OCC as PGA 
Assistant Professional in 2010. 

“I had the good luck to work at both resort and private 
clubs. The resort model focuses on operations management 
and the bottom line; private clubs emphasize customer 
service and relationships,” said J.P. “After experiencing 
both, I knew I wanted to be a Head Professional at a 
private club.”

In order to provide the highest quality experience 
possible for members and guests, J.P. juggles face-to-face 
interactions with other responsibilities. Many of his duties 
fall under the umbrella of day-to-day operations and 
include staffing the Golf Shop and bag drop, scheduling 
employees, and managing inventory. J.P. also ensures 
proper pace of play, stays abreast of new technologies in 
equipment and club fitting, keeps members updated on 
new rules changes, and gives lessons.

It’s our good fortune to have J.P. on the OCC staff. 
He brings exceptional expertise and an outstanding 
customer-centered approach. Thanks for all you add to 
the Club, J.P. We look forward to what you’ll contribute 
in your second decade at Orangeburg Country Club.

About J.P.
Favorite Golf Memory: Setting a course record at 
Wachesaw Plantation Club with a score of 65 in 
1997, tying his record in 1999, and holding the top 
spot until 2009. “What I remember most about the 
’97 round was going to the tee with no warm up, 
my golf shoes untied, and losing money!”

Favorite OCC Memory: Officially meeting Peg Love six 
years ago and “surviving the gauntlet” of meeting 
eight of her nine closest friends simultaneously.

Favorite Courses: Myrtle Beach National – West 
Course, Heathland at Legends, The Dunes Golf 
and Beach Club, Palmetto Club, Ponte Verde Inn 
and Club, and, of course, OCC.

Education: Attended Furman University and 
transferred to Winthrop University where he 
earned his Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration and Marketing.

Looking Forward To: Participating in his first Senior 
CPGA tournament this year.

Family: Uncle J.P. to a nephew and two nieces.

Accolades: Recognized by Golf World in 2001 on 
their “Top 100 Golf Shops” list. Named to the 2011 
and 2012 SCPGA Palmetto Cup Team.

2019 Goals: Assemble the best possible staff. Learn 
new training methods. Pass on the love of golf.



Orangeburg Country Club 
Ranked In Golfweek 

Top 200By: Bob Gillespie 
Special to Along the Edisto
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Orangeburg Country Club (OCC) is once again among 
rarified company for the upcoming golf year: Golfweek’s 
2019 Ultimate Guide of the nation’s Top 200 residential 
golf courses.

OCC, one of 19 South Carolina courses named to the 
list, is ranked No. 178. The list is compiled annually by 
the magazine based on its hundreds of raters’ average 
grades. In Golfweek’s previous Top 200 rankings, OCC 
debuted at No. 169.

“We are delighted and honored to be included as one of 
the nation’s best residential courses,” OCC PGA Director 
of Golf David Lackey said.

“Having well-trained eyes, such as those of the Golfweek 
panelists, enjoy the course and include it among the 
nation’s best further validates the solid foundation which 
Ellis Maples gave the course originally, how it stands the 
test of time, and also rewards the work done by (renovation 
architect) Richard Mandell and the management of Pin 
High Visions in 2009.”

The nation’s top-ranked residential golf course, Wade 
Hampton Club in Cashiers, N.C., earned an 8.06 rating. 
Orangeburg’s Ellis Maples-designed layout earned a 5.99. 
By way of comparison, the Tom Fazio-designed Cliffs at 
Keowee Springs in Six Mile, built in 2008 and ranked No. 
168, is rated 6.03, four one-hundredths of a point higher.

OCC, which is private but allows 
outside play via two Santee-Cooper 
vacation tour groups, is the oldest 
S.C. course in the ratings by more 
than two decades. Golfweek lists its 

opening date as 1959; Long Cove Club on Hilton Head 
Island, the state’s highest ranked course, opened in 1982.

Newer courses, especially those built after 1990, are the 
rule in Golfweek’s rankings. Only three courses ranked 
in the Top 200 are older than OCC: No. 151 Qucchee 
Club (Highland) built in Quechee, Vt., in 1907, the Seth 
Raynor-designed Mountain Lake in Lake Wales, Fla. (No. 
15, 1917), and Rancho Santa Fe Country Club in California 
(No. 57, 1927).

South Carolina’s 19 courses in the Top 200 include nine 
from the Hilton Head-Beaufort area, five from the Upstate, 
three from the Charleston area, and one each from Myrtle 
Beach and the Midlands (Orangeburg).

“We are delighted and honored to be 
included as one of the nation’s best 
residential courses.” 

- David Lackey
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By PGA Director of Golf David Lackey

The adage, “The only constant is change” can certainly 
be applied to the rules of golf. The first round was 
played in Scotland over 600 years ago, and subsequent 
centuries have seen modifications and varied 
interpretations of the rules. Changes to the Rules of 
Golf have been released every four years since 1952. 
Revisions to the Decisions on the Rules of Golf, the 
more detailed version of the Rules that addresses real-
life scenarios, have been made every two years since 
1952. Even with all the alterations, the core principles 
of the first guidelines, the 13 Articles, endure. 
 
This year brings the most sweeping changes to the 
Rules of Golf that most of our current golfers have 
experienced in their lifetimes. To present and explain 
the revisions the Carolinas Golf Association (CGA) 
hosted a Rules of Golf  seminar at Orangeburg Country 
Club (OCC). Members and non-members gathered on 
the evening of February 6, 2019, to learn more and 
ask questions. 

The Club’s central South Carolina location made 
it a convenient choice for the discussion. Over the 
years, OCC has built an excellent rapport with the 

association. CGA has utilized OCC’s outstanding 
facilities to host many of their championships and 
events. Our relationship and successful history 
certainly contributed to CGA’s decision to hold this 
important symposium at the Club.

The United States Golf Association (USGA) and the 
Royal and Ancient (R&A) are the two governing 
bodies of amateur golf in the United States and all 
areas other than the US, respectively. Both amateur 
and professional golfers use the Rules of Golf that 
the organizations collaboratively produce. We first 
heard that they were considering a “modernization” 
of the Rules in early 2017. The USGA and R&A have 
always used actual on-course experiences to review 
the Rules for relevance in today’s game. To that end, 
they released the proposed changes to the public for a 
six-month comment period. 

The motivation of this “modernization” was to make 
the rules easier – easier to remember, easier to use, 
and easier to understand. Other modifications came 
about to assist with some frequent concerns, the most 
notable being pace of play. The biggest change may be 
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the number of rules. The 34 rules to which avid 
golfers are used to adhering have been pared 
down to a more manageable 24. Depending 
upon the source, between 9 and 15 other 
significant changes were implemented. 

The new rules will affect both amateur and 
professional golfers equally because they 
both utilize the same set of rules, with one 
exception. That exception is the change to the 
lost ball/ball-out-of-bounds rule. Previously, 
when a ball was lost or out-of-bounds, a player 
was required to return to the spot where the 
last stroke was played and continue from 
there with a one-stroke penalty, commonly 
called a “stroke and distance” penalty. The new 
directive allows use of a local rule. A local rule 
is defined as a rule that a course or committee 
may designate to be in effect for their course 
or for a specified event versus a standard rule 
that is always in effect. When the local rule is 
in effect, it provides an additional option when 
a player feels that the ball is lost outside of a 
penalty area* or out of bounds. The player may 
then proceed to the point where the ball is 
thought to be lost or out of bounds, drop a ball, 
and proceed with a two-stroke penalty instead 
of using the stroke and distance option.

In the words of the USGA, “This local rule 
is not intended for higher levels of play, 
such as professional or elite amateur level 
competitions.” At OCC and most USGA 
member clubs, local rules will not likely be 
used in formal tournaments such as club 
championships or member-guest events. 
However, each club’s membership has the 
option to decide their own policy as it applies 
to local rules.

Attendees left the CGA seminar with a better 
understanding of the impact to their play. If 
you could not attend, see the chart to the right 
for the top 20 changes. You can access all the 
changes at www.usga.org. For quick, expert 
answers, ask J.P., Kevin, or me. 
 
*new term for 2019 to replace “hazards”

The 20 most important changes to the 
rules of golf 2019

1. Search Time: Reduced from 5 minutes to 3 minutes

2. Ball moved during search: Replace no penalty

3. Embedded ball: Free relief anywhere 
in the general area

4. Measuring a drop: Use longest club (except putter)

5. Dropping: Drop from knee height rather than shoulder

6. Playing from a wrong green is not permitted

7. Ball unintentionally hit player or equipment: 
No penalty

8. Double hit: No penalty. Now counts as only one stroke

9. Touching sand in bunker incidentally is permitted

10. Loose impediments can be removed anywhere 

including hazards

11. Dropping an unplayable ball out of the bunker: 
2 penalty strokes

12. Water hazards: Now called “Penalty Areas”

13. Touching ground in penalty area: No penalty

14. Ball moves on green after being marked: 
Replace without penalty

15. Ball accidentally moved on putting green: 
Replace no penalty

16. All damage to green can now be repaired

17. positioning a club for alignment is not permitted

18. Caddie assisting with alignment is now not permitted

19. putting with flag stick in the hole is now permitted

20. Ball wedged against flag stick and side of hole is 

deemed as holed
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By Alex Tolbert
Greens Superintendent

Spring brings warmer temperatures, more hours of daylight, 
and specific needs for your lawn. Use these tips to lay a 
solid foundation for a beautiful summer lawn.

• Adjust mower height for a minimum 1-inch cut
• Apply fertilizer after your lawn has 

greened up completely
• Control weeds with pre-emergent herbicide 

(Apply when air temperatures reach 65° for four straight days 
usually by March 15)

• Use a post-emergent herbicide to deal 
with weeds that pop up 

• ALWAYS read the label of any herbicides,
 fertilizers, or other chemicals before applying

If you ever have any questions concerning grass, 
please feel free to contact me. You can reach 
me by calling the Golf Shop at 803.534.6069, 
or emailing me at atolbert@orangeburgcc.com.
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Many of the dishes you cook at home or enjoy at the Club get 
their start long before the final preparation. Months before 
we scan the recipe, a tiny creature has contributed a vital step 
in the ingredient making process – pollination. According to 
the Natural Resources Defense Council, “Bees are one of a 
myriad of other animals, including birds, bats, beetles, and 
butterflies, called pollinators. Pollinators transfer pollen and 
seeds from one flower to another, fertilizing the plant so it 
can grow and produce food. Cross-pollination helps at least 
30 percent of the world’s crops and 90 percent of our wild 
plants to thrive.”

As new construction encroaches on natural environments 
worldwide, bee habitats are shrinking. Consequently, 
supporting local bee populations is more important than ever. 
At Orangeburg Country Club (OCC) Greens Superintendent 
Alex Tolbert makes conscious decisions that protect our 
insect friends. Alex and his staff limit the use of pesticides 
at the Club. Where chemicals are required, he selects types 
that are rated “bee-safe” by the South Carolina Department 
of Pesticide Regulation.

At least once a year, the OCC staff has an opportunity to 
add to Alex’ efforts. In late spring nearby bees outgrow their 
hives and begin swarming. In other words they follow a new 
queen to a fresh site en masse. The queen and her subjects, 
not unlike our members, find OCC the perfect place to 
congregate. 

Golfers are understandably concerned and alert the golf 
staff. To protect the bees, OCC calls a local beekeeper. 
The professional bee wrangler collects and transfers the 
honeybees to an apiary, a collection of hives or colonies of 
bees kept for their honey. It’s great to know that OCC bees 
are at work right now pollenating ingredients for future 
dishes. 

If you see a horde of bees this spring, don’t panic. When 
swarming, bees are docile because they are not protecting 
a hive, or honey, or their young. They will only become 
aggressive if directly threatened. Help the vital insects by 
calling a local beekeeper. Keep in mind that future meals 
rely on the preservation of these pollinators. 

To support the bees from hives close to your home 
follow these tips.

5 Ways To Help Honeybees
1. Plant A Flower Garden

Select a variety of flowering plants that bloom 
throughout the growing season. Plant in a sunny, 
not-so-breezy area so flowers can grow and pollen 
won’t be blown away.

2. Set Out Water
Bees get thirsty too. Create a “bee bath” with a 
shallow container with rock or marbles for bees to 
land on. Freshen the water every few days.

3. Use Chemicals With Care
Use chemicals sparingly, and apply them early in the 
morning before bees are active.

4. Buy Local Honey
Your purchase will support local beekeepers. 
The raw honey retains all its antioxidants, 
vitamins, and minerals.

5. Report A Swarm
If you see this impressive natural 
phenomenon, call a local beekeeper.
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The Happenings Around 
The Club

November 2018 – February 2019

The holiday season kicked off with a spectacular Thanksgiving Day Buffet 
and continued through Valentine’s Day. In between, members enjoyed 
Brunch with Santa and rang in the New Year with a fancy prix fixe dinner. 
For upcoming offerings, consult your monthly newsletter, Currents. 

There’s always something to do at the Club!
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A Bad Blind Date 

Leads to A Wedding

About a year ago Along the Edisto visited the 
Orangeburg Country Club’s (OCC) sister property, 
Buck Ridge Plantation (BRP). Through the prism of 
Rebecca Davis and Josh Rhymer’s wedding, our readers 
got a glimpse of what this sublime property has to offer. 
In this issue, we travel back to Buck Ridge for another 
couple’s celebration.

A 2016 blind date reunited Alexis Baltzegar and Austin 
Cope, but not in the way you may think. The two met 
at daycare when they were children. “I had a huge 
crush on Austin. He told me long stories, and I loved 
the attention,” said Alexis. “But when it was my turn to 
tell him a story, he would make an excuse and run off. 
I was crushed!” 
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Nevertheless, Alexis carried a torch for Austin through 
middle school. “I was two grades ahead of Alexis and 
thought of her as a goofy kid,” said Austin. When Austin 
graduated in 2013 and moved on, the two seemed bound 
for different paths. 

Cupid, however, had other ideas. 
“My cousin, Stevie Ott, and her 
boyfriend, Dillon Dukes, set Austin 
up on a blind date, but they ended 
up taking the girl home early,” 
explained Alexis. 

“After we dropped off my blind date, Stevie told Dillon that 
we needed to stop by her cousin’s house to get something. 
When I found out that her cousin 
was Alexis, I asked to go along,” 
added Austin. “I wanted to say 
hello and see how she was doing.”

When Alexis and Austin locked 
eyes, Cupid’s arrow struck. “As 
soon as I recognized him, I felt 
like I was back at daycare. All 
those butterflies Austin made me 
feel when we were little came 
rushing back!” exclaimed Alexis.

“She wasn’t a goofy kid anymore. 
I couldn’t believe how beautiful 

she was,” said Austin. “We picked up right 
where we left off.”

With the stars finally aligned, Alexis 
and Austin began to build a relationship 
upon the solid foundation of friendship. 
“I think being friends before we started 
dating helped us strengthen our long-
term relationship. We can talk to each 
other about anything, and we laugh all the 
time,” said Alexis.

Conversation and shared laughter quickly 
led to love. The realization that they are 
both compelled to help others sealed the 
deal. “Alexis will do everything in her 

power to help someone in need. I am grateful I found a 
partner who takes that as seriously as I do,” said Austin.

Alexis also appreciates the fact that she and Austin share 
that quality. “When I volunteer to help someone, he steps 

in to make sure the project gets done. 
It’s the best feeling in the world to 
know you have a partner who will 
stand beside you and believes in the 
same things you do!” 

One place where the two do not see 
eye to eye are formal photos. “We only take photos once 
a year,” explained Alexis. “That’s all he can handle.” The 
annual photo shoot on June 3, 2018, took a surprising turn. 

“Of course, I said yes! I was crying 
tears of joy and smiling so much 
my cheeks hurt.”
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Say I Do

“My cousin Stevie agreed to take the photos, and Austin 
and I met her at the Edisto Gardens.” Alexis continued, “I 
had changed into my last outfit and was walking in front 
of Austin to the middle of the bridge by the Art Center. 
Austin’s voice went from above my head to way down 
low.” With Stevie there to capture the proposal, Austin 
dropped to one knee and asked Alexis to be his wife. “Of 
course, I said yes! I was crying tears of joy and smiling so 
much my cheeks hurt.”

Six months later, Alexis walked down the aisle to Christina 
Perri’s A Thousand Years. “The reason we had a short 
engagement was because my Papa (Austin’s maternal 
grandfather) has dementia. We wanted him to be able to 
recall our wedding before his memory got worse.”

Alexis and Austin are both avid hunters, so Buck Ridge 
was at the top of their venue list. “We love Buck Ridge’s 
natural setting. It has the earthy but elegant feel we were 
looking for,” said Alexis. “It was the perfect place to have 
a true Southern wedding!”

Alexis and her mother Mandy worked with BRP Events 
Planner Melissa Clarke to create a celebration that oozed 
Southern charm. Alexis chose a palette of emerald green, 
gold, and blush pink upon which to build the ambiance. 
Magnolia blossoms, shrimp and grits, and lanterns added 
cultural elements. Touches of burlap and lace completed 
the scene. 

“I’m so glad I chose Buck Ridge. Everyone there was 
all smiles and quick to help us if we had a question or 
needed something,” said Alexis. “With only six months to 
plan, I was prepared to be completely stressed out. I was 
pleasantly surprised at how easy everything was!”

This couple’s wisdom and maturity far exceed their youth. 
They already know that friendship, laughter, and putting 
others first are the most important elements of a long-
lasting bond. Buck Ridge Plantation was delighted to host 
Alexis and Austin’s rehearsal, ceremony, and reception. 
We’d love to help you make your dreams come true.

Alexis and Austin’s Advice 
For Other Couples

• Work together; you are now a team.
• Always kiss each other goodbye and 

good night. 
• Say “I love you” every day.
• Never go to bed angry.
• Talk about what is bothering you.

Photos by Keagan Riser Photography
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 OCC STAFF
David Lackey - PGA Director of Golf 
JP Waldron - PGA Head Golf Professional
Kevin Eldridge - Assistant Golf Professional
Hardeep Judge - USTA Director of Tennis
Steven Kriekard - Food and Beverage Manager
Garrett Bailey - BWG Head Chef
Derrick Harris - OCC Banquet Chef
Brandy Torrence - Private Event Coordinator
Pat Weyandt - Hospitality Business Manager
Alex Tolbert - Greens Superintendent
LaToya Johnson - Accounting
Kelli Anderson - Member Services

OCC PHONE NUMBERS
Office ....................................................................... 534-5988
Dining Reservations .............................................. 534-5988
Golf Shop (Tee Times) ............................................. 534-6069 
Tennis Professional Shop ...................................... 534-1576 
Fax ........................................................................... 535-8943 
To-Go Orders .......................................................... 534-5988
Lily Pad ................................................................... 531-9680

HOURS OF Operation
Blackwater Grille Dining Hours

Lunch
Monday - Friday ......................................11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Dinner
Tuesday - Saturday ....................................5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Bar
Tuesday - Thursday ..................................11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Friday - Saturday ...................................11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Sunday .....................................................11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Golf Course
Tuesday - Friday ........................................8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday .....................................7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Golf Shop
Tuesday - Friday ........................................8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday .....................................7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Thanks for exploring Orangeburg Country Club (OCC) 
through the pages of Along the Edisto. We hope you 
enjoyed this look at what has been happening at the Club.

In this issue of our quarterly magazine, readers found 
out more about our Head PGA Golf Professional J.P. 
Waldron. Bob Gillespie reported on OCC’s latest 
Golfweek award, and PGA Director of Golf David Lackey 
shed some light on the changes to the Rules of Golf. 
Beyond that, we learned about bees and found out that a 
bad blind date can lead to romance.

Orangeburg Country Club is an unexpectedly elegant 
and surprisingly affordable gem. Our convenient 
location between Columbia and Charleston makes our 
facility the perfect address for a wedding, corporate 
function, or party. Many of our events are open only to 
members; however, we do allow non-members to book 
our event venues. 

To find out more, contact our Private Event Coordinator 
Brandy Torrence. If you are not yet a member, please call 
803-534-5988 or email kanderson@orangeburgcc.com to 
set up a tour of the Club or add your name to the Along 
the Edisto mailing list.

Thank You!
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